National 5 Preparation for Performance Essay 10 marks
Paragraph 1 must contain a full and detailed account of the research findings on the chosen text with insight into the social and historical context.   
- Title of text and playwright(s).  
- The type of research carried out (internet, library, preface). 
- Findings on the society of the time (e.g. 1920s America, 1692 Salem).  You should give facts about and major events and movements of the time.  Consider politics, education, the economy, and religion. (1 or 2 facts that should already be in your mind map) 
- What are the similarities and differences between that era and the era we live in now? (1 or 2 sentences)
Paragraph 2 must contain a detailed description of their chosen acting or production role and reflect a range of thoughts and ideas relating to their role.
If you are being assessed in a production role you should:
· Describe what was expected of you within your production role.  
· Explain the ideas that resulted from your mood board, and how you will convey era and location, time and place, the plot line, themes and issues, genre, and mood and atmosphere. If you are doing costume or make-up and hair you should also describe how your designs contribute to characterisation. 
Or If you are being assessed in an acting role you should…
· Give a detailed explanation of the character profile outlining; character background; motivation; status; and character relationships. 
· Provide examples of past acting performances of the role and inspiration you have taken from them. 
· Give an account of how you will perform in character by using movement and voice acting techniques. (Facial expressions, body language, posture, gestures, eye contact distance etc. for movement and projection, pronunciation and diction, accent, emphasis, pause etc. for voice)
Paragraph 3 must fully describe the process of developing these ideas for performance. Rehearsals and evaluation of each technique/Creative thinking strategies and evaluation of each technique.
If you are being assessed in a production role you should…
· Describe the creative thinking strategies you put in place during the creation of ideas, E.G, mind maps, group discussions, discussions with your director, connect three ideas, involvement in rough blocking, discussions with actors etc. 
· Evaluate the effectiveness of the creative thinking strategies and highlight the results of each strategy.  What ideas were developed based on these creative thinking strategies? 

Or if you are being assessed in an acting role you should…
· Describe the rehearsal techniques you used both yourself at home and along with your director E.G role on the wall; hot seating; emotional memory response technique; the magic “if”; distance between us; rough blocking etc.  You should describe the process and the outcome (what aspect of character did it help you develop?)  
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